








A CGI image of the Centre for Outdoor Sport sports pitches

A CGI image of the new pitches at the Centre for Outdoor Sport
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When will I be able to use it?

�����‰�o���v�v�]�v�P�����‰�‰�o�]�����Ÿ�}�v���]�•�����Æ�‰�����š�������š�}��������
�•�µ���u�]�©�������]�v�����µ�š�µ�u�v���î�ì�î�ï�U�����v�����Z�}�‰���(�µ�o�o�Ç��
�����š���Œ�u�]�v�����������Œ�o�Ç���]�v���î�ì�î�ð�U���Á�]�š�Z���Á�}�Œ�l�•���•�š���Œ�Ÿ�v�P��
�•�}�}�v�����L���Œ�Á���Œ���•�X��

�d�Z�����]�v�š���v�Ÿ�}�v���]�•���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����v���Á�����������•�•���Œ�}�����U�������Œ��
�‰���Œ�l�U�����������•�•���Œ�}���������v�����š�Á�}���G�}�}���o�]�š�����Œ�Ÿ�.���]���o��
pitches to be open in 2024. The natural turf 
pitches take nearly a year from being levelled 
and seeded to being playable, therefore, it is 
likely to be 2025 before the grass pitches are 
available to use for play, but we’ll make sure 
�š�Z���Ç�����Œ�����Á���o�o���o�}�}�l���������L���Œ�����•���š�Z���Ç���P�Œ�}�Á�����v����
establish. 

How is it being paid for?

�,�}�u���•�����v�P�o���v�������Œ�����u���l�]�v�P���•�]�P�v�]�.�����v�š��
���}�v�š�Œ�]���µ�Ÿ�}�v�•���š�}�Á���Œ���•���š�Z�������}�•�š���}�(���š�Z�����•�]�š���U��
���o�}�v�P�•�]�������^�^�����Ÿ�}�v���í�ì�ò�_�����}�v�š�Œ�]���µ�Ÿ�}�v�•���(�Œ�}�u��
other local developments.

�^�����Ÿ�}�v���í�ì�ò���‰���Ç�u���v�š�•�����Œ�����•�����µ�Œ���������•���‰���Œ�š���}�(��
the outline planning consent for the whole 
of the Brookleigh scheme and guarantee 
�(�µ�v���]�v�P���(�}�Œ�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç���(�����]�o�]�Ÿ���•�����v����
infrastructure improvements. There will also 
be a maintenance fund from Homes England to 
���•�•�]�•�š���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�����}�‰���Œ���Ÿ�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����•�]�š�����}�v�������]�š���Z���•��
opened.

Who will operate it?

It is proposed that Places Leisure, the current 
�}�‰���Œ���š�}�Œ���}�(���š�Z�������}�µ�v���]�o�[�•���o���]�•�µ�Œ�����(�����]�o�]�Ÿ���•��
including the nearby Triangle Centre, will run 
the Centre for Outdoor Sport. This will ensure 
a co-ordinated management approach to 
�(�����]�o�]�Ÿ���•�������Œ�}�•�•���š�Z�����š�Á�}���•�]�š���•���Á�Z�]�o�•�š���u���Æ�]�u�]�•�]�v�P��
���8���]���v���Ç�����v�����À���o�µ�����(�}�Œ���u�}�v���Ç�X���/�š���]�•���]�v�š���v��������
that the District Council will be responsible for 
the management of the natural turf pitches 
and open space areas.  

Is it a sustainable development?

While a number of trees and hedges will need 
to be removed to allow the development of 
�š�Z�����•�]�š���U�������v���Á���‰�o���v�Ÿ�v�P���•���Z���u�������v�•�µ�Œ���•���š�Z���Œ����
is no overall loss of trees, that biodiversity 
targets are met and exceeded, and the trees 
to be removed will be retained on site to 
boost ecology and provide some site security 
in areas. An extensive sustainable drainage 
system will be provided, gathering rainwater 
�]�v���‰�}�v���•�U���Œ�����µ���]�v�P���š�Z�����Œ�]�•�l���}�(���G�}�}���]�v�P�����v����
providing valuable wildlife habitat. The 
�G�}�}���o�]�P�Z�Ÿ�v�P�����v�����Á�]�����Œ���o���v���•�����‰�]�v�P���•���Z���u����

�Z���•���������v�������•�]�P�v�������Á�]�š�Z���������]�Ÿ�}�v���o���o�]�P�Z�Ÿ�v�P��
���}�Á�o�•�����v�����•�µ�]�š�����o�����o�]�P�Z�Ÿ�v�P���o���À���o�•���š�}�����À�}�]�������v�Ç��
impact to bats. There will be no gas supply to 
the clubhouse, which instead has a set of solar 
panels and will be served by air source heat 
pumps. The building will be built in a modular 
�(�}�Œ�u���}�+���•�]�š���U���Á�Z�]���Z���u�]�v�]�u�]�•���•���Á���•�š�������v����
transport impacts.

Keep an eye on the Brookleigh Facebook page 
for more information about the planning 
application for the Centre for Outdoor Sport.



Play space at 
Brookleigh

Play has many benefits for children of all 
ages. It increases self-awareness, self-esteem 
and self-respect, and improves and maintains 
physical and mental health. 

We have included eight new play areas in our 
designs for the development. Play space will 
provide children living in and around Brookleigh 
the opportunity to play together, developing new 
social skills and creativity, as well as building their 
resilience through challenge and problem solving.

The new play spaces will be located at the three 
new public parks, the Centre for Outdoor Sport and 
also within residential parcels at the development. 
All the play spaces will be accessible to everyone 
– with footpaths, benches, signs and other street 
furniture planned accordingly – and every home 
at Brookleigh will be within a 15-minute walking 
distance from play space ensuring that every child 
has access to outdoor play. We’re specifying that 
the play areas need to fit within their landscape 
setting and use plenty of natural materials like 
logs and boulders. We’ve also said that new 
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planting of trees, shrubs and flowers needs to be 
incorporated within the play areas themselves, not 
just around the edges, so children can really enjoy 
getting close to nature when they play.

Shared play space is a genuine priority for Homes 
England at Brookleigh – so much so that the play 
area next to Maple Drive was the first thing we 
provided at Brookleigh. Both the new residents 
at Brookleigh and the existing Burgess Hill 
residents near Maple Drive have been benefitting 
from the new play area. Built by Countryside 
Partnerships and opened in November 2021, the 
2,700sqm recreation area includes an activity 
area, play equipment, a Multi-Use Games Area 
(courts and pitches), seating and landscaping. 
The playground features swings, a trampoline, 
a zip wire and a timber climbing frame with a 

surrounding landscaped lawn. We look forward 
to opening more play spaces at Brookleigh as the 
development progresses, giving more children 
access to outdoor play over the coming years.

If you would like to find out more about how 
we’re guiding our developers in the design of new 
play areas at Brookleigh, please see page 132 of 
our Design Guide here:

https://www.burgesshill.net/images/
files/190814-design-guide-final-lr1.pdf 

Ken Glendinning, Director of Homes England, at the opening of the new play area on Maple Drive
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An image of the play area on Maple Drive



Brookleigh updates
We will continue to use our project webpage 
and Facebook page to share information and 
we’re keen to hear from you on how you’d 
like to be kept informed. Please use the 
contact details on this page to let us have 
your thoughts.

 

FAQ
https://www.burgesshill.net/faqs/
categories/brookleigh-faqs.html

Stay updated 
Visit to stay updated with all the latest news:

@Brookleigh.BH

https://www.burgesshill.net/housing/
brookleigh

Accessibility
We want to be accessible to 
all. If you would like to receive 
this newsletter in a different 
format, please contact us using 
the details below.

Contact details 

Sarah Ward 
07776 527 643
 
brookleigh@homesengland.gov.uk
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