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About Sustrans
Sustrans is the charity making it easier for people to walk and cycle. 

We are engineers and educators, experts and advocates. We connect people and places, 
create liveable neighbourhoods, transform the school run and deliver a happier, healthier 
commute.

Sustrans works in partnership, bringing people together to find the right solutions. We 
make the case for walking and cycling by using robust evidence and showing what can 
be done.

We are grounded in communities and believe that grassroots support combined with 
political leadership drives real change, fast.

Our vision
A society where the way we travel creates healthier places and happier lives for 

everyone.

Our mission
We make it easier for people to walk and cycle.

We make the case for 
walking and cycling by 
using robust evidence 
and showing what can be 
done.

We provide solutions. 
We capture imaginations 
with bold ideas that we 
can help make happen.

We’re grounded in 
communities, involving 
local people in the design, 
delivery and maintenance 
of solutions.

How we work What we do
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Sustrans has been commissioned to support the delivery of the Burgess Hill Place and Connectivity Programme 
which aims to create safe, direct and attractive sustainable transport routes and public realm improvements 
to encourage modal shifts towards walking, cycling and use of public transport. The Place and Connectivity 
Programme supports the sustainable delivery of the Burgess Hill Strategic Growth Programme which aims to 
deliver housing, jobs, infrastructure and social and community facilities to the town.

This report focuses on The Triangle Leisure Centre improvement scheme, which seeks to improve connectivity 
to the site and within it, for walking and cycling. It aims to improve conditions at the site for walkers, cyclists and 
public transport users to increase use of active travel as a means to getting to the Centre. 

The Scheme aims to make a series of deliverable upgrades to provide access and connectivity improvements 
to enable year round, safe access by active travel modes to and through the site, to encourage those that work, 
live or visit the town to adopt the use of sustainable transport modes.

The scheme was selected as a priority area for improvement because of the importance of the site as both 
a leisure facility and a through-route. The main beneficiaries of this improvement scheme will be people who 
use the site and those who live and work in Burgess Hill. The site is of increasing importance given the current 
development proposals for The Northern Arc and predicted general growth of housing and development both 
within and on the periphery of the town.

Sustrans has outlined recommendations for The Triangle improvement scheme which aim to help deliver 
transformational change to Burgess Hill, supporting the sustainable growth of the town. 

Executive Summary
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1.1 Summary
Sustrans was commissioned by Balfour Beatty 
to carry out a feasibility study for improvements 
to The Triangle Leisure Centre Area, to support 
with the delivery of the Burgess Hill Place and 
Connectivity Programme.

The Burgess Hill Place and Connectivity 
Programme is a coordinated investment 
package of public realm, connectivity 
and sustainable transport infrastructure 
improvements. The Place and Connectivity 
Programme is part of and integral to the 
sustainable delivery of the Burgess Hill Growth 
Programme.

1.2 The Triangle Overview
The Triangle Leisure Centre attracts around 
820,000 visits a year. The site also experiences 
high levels of activity being adjacent to St Paul’s 
Catholic College campus (secondary school 
and sixth form college), with large numbers 
of drivers using the site twice daily to drop off 
and collect pupils. The site is also used as a 
thoroughfare by local residents.

The level of activity at the site is predicted to 
grow significantly, due to housing (including 
residents at The Northern Arc, adjacent to 
the site) and employment growth. In addition, 
Wilfrid’s Primary School is proposed to be 
relocated to the St Paul’s Catholic College 
Campus, placing additional pressure on the site.

It is also planned to remodel and expand the 
main car park and install an additional artificial 
sports pitch on the north part of the site. 

The site currently provides significant 
opportunities for wildlife and contains a number 
of habitats. These include native hedge planting, 
ornamental planting, ponds and amenity 
grassland. 

1.3 Background context

Burgess Hill is a market town in the Mid Sussex 
District of West Sussex, situated on the edge 
of the South Downs National Park, close to 
the boarder with East Sussex. It is located 
approximately 5-kilometres south of Haywards 
Heath some 13-kilometres north of Brighton.  

 

Planning Policy

Cycling and Walking

At a national policy level, the government’s 
Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy 
(CWIS) (2017) set’s out the following objectives:

• Double levels of cycling by 2025

• Reduce each year the rate of cyclists killed 
or injured on English roads

• Reverse the decline in walking activity, and

• Increase the percentage of children aged 
5-10 who usually walk to school.

At a more local level and in addition to setting 
out the approach for maintaining, managing 
and investing in transport, the main objective 
of the West Sussex Transport Plan (2011-2026) 
is improving quality of life for the people of 
West Sussex. This will be met by the following 
targeted strategies:

• Promoting economic growth

• Tackling climate change

• Providing access to services, employment 
and housing

• Improving safety, security and health

In relation to the above, and in respect of 
walking and cycling in particular, the objectives 
of the West Sussex Walking and Cycling 
Strategy (2016-2026) are:

• To ensure that cycling and walking are 
recognised as important travel modes and 
therefore part of the transport mix

• To make cycling and walking the natural 
choice for shorter journeys (such as 
journeys to school), or as part of a longer 
journey

• To reduce the number of cyclists and 
pedestrians that are killed or seriously 
injured on our roads

• To support economic development by 
facilitating travel to work and services 
without a car

• To reduce congestion and pollution by 
encouraging and enabling people to travel 

without a car

• To increase levels of physical activity to 
help to improve physical health

• To help to maintain good mental health and 
staying independent later in life

• To increase the vitality of communities by 
improving access by bicycle and on foot

• To help people to access rural areas and 
enjoy walking and cycling

In the context of local authority policy, strategic 
objective 15 of the Mid Sussex District Plan is 
“To create places that encourage a healthy and 
enjoyable lifestyle by the provision of first class 

cultural and sporting facilities, informal leisure 
space and the opportunity to walk, cycle or ride 
to common destinations”. 

Ecology and Biodiversity

The requirement for Biodiversity Net Gain is 
embedded in the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF, Para 170(d) and Para 
175(d)). The latest update to the forthcoming 
Environment Bill specifies a mandatory 10% 
biodiversity net gain to be maintained for a 
period of at least 30 years. 

0m0m 200m100m

Key

The Triangle Project Area

Northern Arc Routes

1.   Introduction
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Design Criteria

The design of this route will aim to create attractive, safe and 
convenient walking and cycling facilities.  

Segregation

The decision of whether to segregate different users is related to 
the impact of users with higher momentum on those with less; 
principally motor vehicles on cycles and cycles on pedestrians.  
West Sussex Cycling Design Guide outlines the minimum 
provision for cycle users in relation to motor traffic conditions.

Where cycle and pedestrian numbers are low, shared provision 
can be sufficient and successful, but it is usually best to 
segregate cycles and pedestrians for the comfort and safety 
of both.  Scottish guidance (Cycling by Design, Transport 
Scotland, 2011) provides a useful consideration of this 
requirement.

In practical terms, this would suggest that anything beyond a 
minimal pedestrian flow should be provided for specifically and 
shared use is appropriate only in areas away from residences 
and services likely to drive footfall.

The ‘cycle design vehicle’

Highways England cycling design guidance, CD 195 uses a 
conceptual ‘cycle design vehicle’ 2.8m long and 1.2m wide in 
order to aid design for all path users. This is based on a 1.8m 
bicycle with a 1m trailer.

Design Guidance

There is a library of useful design guidance available in the UK 
that helps to inform and direct our work.  Below is a list of some 
of the guidance we will refer to: 

• West Sussex Cycling Design Guide - A guide for 
Developers, Planners and Engineers (2019)

•  CD 195 ‘Designing for cycle traffic’ (formerly IAN 195/16) – 
Highways England

• Designing for walking - CIHT

• WSCC Guidance and Equestrian Guidance

•  Inclusive mobility – DfT

•  Manual for streets – DfT

It is however noted that in retrofit locations it might not always 
be possible to achieve minimum widths recommended in the 
Guidance and it may be necessary to compromise.

Ecology

Sustrans delivers ecologically sound projects, seeking to 
deliver net biodiversity gains through our work.  Ecological 
enhancements improve access to, and engagement with, nature 
for users as well as create a positive impact on the quality and 
attractiveness of the place or route itself and are therefore a 
key part of our design approach.  We also recognise the value 
of wildlife to the local community and seek to work with local 
stakeholders in identifying and delivering any enhancements. 

At the time of writing, baseline ecological surveys were 
complete and protected species surveys were taking place. 
Additional information and survey results will be used in the 
next phase to influence the design. The results of surveys 
will also inform what mitigations take place and what habitat 
enhancements are delivered as part of the scheme.

Sustrans believes that active transport should be the obvious and easiest choice for local journeys and that highway and street design should reflect and encourage this.  We strive to deliver 
infrastructure of the highest quality, with benefits for its users, their communities and the environment.  Our work is rooted in industry best practice but reaches far beyond this into new thinking 
and innovative ways of working. 

Figure 1 - Cycling by Design, Transport for Scotland

Table 1 - Cycle facility specifications, West Sussex Cycling Design Guide
Figure 2 - CD 195, Highways England

Table 2 - Cycling by Design, Transport for Scotland

 

2.   Design Principles and Relevant Infrastructure Design Guidance 
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St Paul’s subway

Triangle leisure centre access

Access  from Saxby  Road to the Triangle 

The Acorn - Public footpath

The Triangle
Leisure Centre

St Paul's Catholic
College

A273 Jane Murray Way
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St Paul’s Catholic College subway
• Neglected access to a fenced subway

• Unattractive and intimidating security-led design and 
redundant barriers

• Damaged plank for wheel gutter / stair ramp

Triangle car park / leisure centre entrance
• Unsafe and unattractive walking path through the car park 

and access to the leisure centre and subway

• Improve desire line to access subway and leisure centre

• Cluttered path and crossing with redundant bollards and 
barriers

• Cluttered street with numerous / unnecessary signs, 
bollards, white lining, speed bumps, mini roundabout, 
bins etc.

• Raised table dissociated to formal crossing

• Over-engineered bus stop area

• Gloomy  and neglected route from bus stop to main 
entrance  and from delivery access to main entrance / 
drainage issues

• Triangle Way roundabout is over-engineered 

• Car focused design for drop off - emphasised by central 
roundabout

• Cycle parking not sheltered in front of the leisure centre

Jane Murray roundabout
• No inclusive and safe access by foot or bike to secondary 

school, lack of formal crossing. Neglected and narrow 
path with cambered dropped kerbs and tactiles.

The Acorns - Cycling and walking path
• No clear and safe cycling and walking connection from  

the leisure centre to public path on The Acorn 

• Lack of legibility

• Narrow, segregated but without enough space on each 
side. Needs either widening or developing into a shared 
path. Improving visibility at the corner

• Fenced pond - not treated as an asset and integrated to 
recreational amenity

Bluebell way / Primrose close
• Segregated path on pavement is too narrow

• Discontinuous route / no crossing on raised table between 
section on pavement

The Triangle Leisure Centre - Issues (12750-TR-SK01)

3.   Site Review and Assessment

Proposed Northern Arc walking and cycling improvements

KEY:

This plan was developed following a site visit and assessment of the Triangle Leisure Centre Area. It highlights the existing issues and barriers for people 
accessing the site on foot, bicycle or by public transport.



9Feasibility Study               The Triangle                April 2020

Burgess Hill - The Triangle Feasibility Study

Sussex Way Saxby  Road - Playground

Saxby  Road Bluebell Way

Sussex Way crossing Sussex Way bus stop

Triangle path from bus stopPublic footpath to Temple Grove

The Triangle
Leisure Centre

St Paul's Catholic
College

A273 Jane Murray Way
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Sussex Way
• Lack of formal crossing point

• Traffic speeding along Sussex way

Sussex Way - Saxby Road
• Lack of formal crossing point

• Way-finding required to improve access 
legibility through residential streets

Sussex Way
• Informal crossing on potentially dangerous 

location and not accessible for prams or 
wheelchair users due to narrow and steep 
paths with camber

• Poor surfacing to access bus stop and 
adequate space for all users

Sussex Way
• Narrow path / opportunity to widen it for 

walking and cycling

Saxby Road - Triangle
• Poor access legibility - way-finding / signage 

required

Public footpath
• Hazardous cobble island

• Irrelevant marking

• Lack of crossing and accessible access to 
Temple Grove shops

Revision Description Author Check Date

A  Title changes

BD                              FM           29.1.20

VS                               FM          26.2.20
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T1.2 The Acorns

T1.3 Path between The Arcorns and Bluebell Way

T1.1a Non-continuous crossings on roundabout

T1.1b Non-continuous route on JMW roundabout

T1.1

T1.2

T1.3

T1.4

T1.5

T1.6

T1.7

T1.8

3.1 Assessment of The Triangle Leisure Centre site and access
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The Triangle Leisure centre site is a busy and 
active space, operating in many functions 
for different user groups. The site is currently 
designed around vehicle access as the primary 
mode, pedestrian access secondary, and cycle/
other access as the third priority. The character 
of the space is hard and open, with some 
substantial areas of greenery and tree planting 
softening the landscape. There is some public 
space for people to sit under cover at the main 
entrance area, and some cycle parking nearby.

Main access to the site by vehicle is via the 
Jane Murray Way. There are two access points 
on foot or bicycle, one via the mini roundabout  
at the end of The Acorns on the western edge of 
the site, and the other via a gated access point 
from Chaffinch Crescent.

T1. Jane Murray Way Roundabout Sussex 
Way via Acorns footpath to Bluebell Way

Existing conditions

The Jane Murray Way (A273) roundabout is a 
large and busy roundabout on a primary vehicle 
route. This is the only vehicle entrance point 
into the Triangle Leisure Centre site, and as 
such it is used by private vehicles, buses and 
heavy goods vehicles. The access from the 
roundabout is also shared with a residential 
road, The Acorns, and adjacent residential 
streets, via a mini roundabout to the south-east 
of the Jane Murray Way roundabout.

There is a cycle and footpath which connects 
The Acorns with Bluebell Way, around the 
southern perimeter of the Leisure Centre site. 
From there, the path continues along the 
pavement of Bluebell Way in the form of a 
segregated path using a white line to delineate 
space. At the junction with Bramble Gardens, 
the segregated path continues behind the backs 
of properties, where one part splits and heads 
south to a row of shops and the other continues 
along to Sussex Way.

Barriers to active travel

There are currently no formal crossing 
provisions made at the Jane Murray Way 
roundabout, although there are some tactile 

paving and dropped kerbs around part of the 
roundabout. The tactile pavings are inconsistent 
and disconnected, for example there is a small 
landing strip of tactile pavings at the start of the 
St Paul’s Catholic College grounds, but with 
no onward provision to connect to the school 
gates.

The Acorns path is narrow for a path carrying 
both pedestrians and people on bicycles. A 
white strip delineates a segregation of modes, 
but neither mode have the minimum space 
recommended  by standard guidance. In 
addition, the path contains some sharp bends 
around the south-western extent of the site and 
an adjacent pond. 

The footpath that runs to the south of the site 
between Bramble Gardens/Bluebell Way and 
Sussex Way and Gatehouse Lane, is also 
narrow with a white line demarcation between 
people on foot and those on bicycle. 

In places both of these paths lack passive 
observation, making some sections less 
desirable at night and in the winter months.

The link between the two sections of off-
carriageway paths, connected by Bramble 
Gardens, is a segregated (through the presence 
of a white line) path along the pavement, this 
similarly gives neither mode the space it needs.

At the Gatehouse Lane termination of the path, 
there is a need for dropped kerbs to make the 
route to the shops more accessible for those 
with mobility issues, pushchairs etc.

Recommendations

T1.1 Upgrade existing crossing facilities 
on the Jane Murray Way roundabout 
to better facilitate pedestrian 
movements. Upgrades are currently 
proposed as part of the Northern Arc 
redevelopment proposals, so other 
proposals will need to tie in to those.

T1.2 Provide a continuous footway to 
connect between The Triangle and 
the Acorns path, ensuring priority of 
movement for pedestrians, followed 
by cyclists, then vehicles.

T1.3 Widen the Acorns path where 
possible, setting back the existing T1.4 Bend in path south of The Acorns

T1.6 Line delineating sub-standard cycle route

T1.7 Route legibility - Bramble Gardens (©Google)

T1.8 Shared footway - Bramble Close  (©Google)

T1.5 Pond south-west of the site

fencing into the leisure centre site and 
carrying out minor earthworks, and 
relocating light columns, to create a 
minimum path width of 3m wide. 

T1.4 Open out the path at the sharp bend 
around the south-western extent of 
the leisure centre site, to reduce the 
bend. Reclaim space from the leisure 
centre site to do this, setting back 
the fence and carrying out any minor 
earthworks required to the bund for 
this.

T1.5 Improve the pond and surrounding 
access, to improve biodiversity and 
enhance the existing community 
space.

T1.6 Remove the white line delineating the 
sub-standard cycle path segregation 
on the pavement on the south side of 
Bluebell Way. 

T1.7 Install cycle symbols in thermoplastic 
in the carriageway at regular intervals 
along Bluebell Way, Bramble Gardens 
and Bayliss Close. 

 Install wayfinding signage leading 
to the Triangle Leisure Centre from 
Sussex Way, to improve legibility to 
the site. 

T1.8  Remove white line segregation along 
Bramble Close between the two 
footpaths, and install floor symbols 
as above, or alternatively, widen the 
footpath to better accommodate a 
shared facility.
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T2.1

T2.2

T2.3

T2.4

T2.5
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T2.1 Current access to the subway

T2.4b  Grassed area east of the subway

T2.5 Stepped access to the subway

T2.2 Footpath between subway and car park

T2.3a Footpath between subway and car park

T2.3b Disjointed pedestrian route through car park

T2.4a Existing stepped access to the subway 

T2. St Paul’s Catholic College link

Existing conditions

Vehicular access into St Paul’s Catholic College 
(SPCC) is via the Jane Murray Way roundabout. 

Pedestrian access is from the Triangle site, 
through the car park, along surfaced paths 
across the grassed area north of the car park, 
then via a subway underneath the Jane Murray 
Way. The subway is accessed via three flights 
of steps, with security gates (requiring access 
cards) at both ends of the subway. 

Informally, parents park in the bus loop of the 
Triangle site. At peak times this is filled with 
parent/carer vehicles.

Barriers to active travel

The pedestrian access link to SPCC is stepped, 
gated and unwelcoming. Any users with mobility 
issues or travelling by bicycle would be unable 
to use the pedestrian access and would have to 
arrive by vehicle directly into the school grounds 
from Jane Murray Way. 

The subway itself has been decorated but 
subways are inherently undesirable route 
options, given the nature of such enclosed 
spaces.

Although there are a set of narrow timber planks 
placed down the stairs for wheeling bikes 
etc, they would be slippery when wet, making 
manoeuvring of bikes etc up and down difficult.

Recommendations

T2.1 Upgrade access to subway, install a 
ramp if possible and address existing 
security measures to ensure students 
remain safe.

T2.2 Install low level/floor lighting between 
the subway and the Triangle Leisure 
Centre, to define the route at a 
pedestrian level, whilst reducing 
impact on surrounding habitats.

T2.3 Create a wide, well-defined 
continuous pedestrian route across 
the car park to the Triangle Leisure 
Centre, including continuous 
footways where it crosses vehicle 
routes. This pedestrian route should 

be approx 3m wide and should 
include seats for resting, and native 
trees with biodiversity value for 
shade/shelter.

T2.4 Install an access ramp south of 
the subway to enable wheelchair 
users to access the school from the 
Triangle Leisure Centre site. If the 
levels are too great to facilitate a 
fully accessible ramp, or if it is not 
possible to upgrade the steps into the 
school (on the school side), a ramp 
should be installed that makes the 
passage of bicycles and pushchairs 
more viable.

T2.5 Install a well-designed wheeling ramp 
on any steps that remain.

T2.6 Formalise a parking area that parents 
can use at drop-off and pick-up 
times, so that they do not block the 
bus access and vehicle turnaround 
area.

T2.6 Parent/carer parking in bus bay (credit: MSDC)



14 April 2020               The Triangle               Feasibility Study 

Burgess Hill - The Triangle Feasibility Study

T3.1 Pedestrians walking through car park (©Google)

T3.2a Excessive use of bollards, on crossing

T3.2b Excessive use of bollards

T3.2c Bollard sign (& bollards beyond) The Acorns

T3.1

T3.6

T3.5

T3.4

T3.2b

T3.2a
T3.2dT3.2d

T3.2d
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T3. Triangle Car park  and surrounds

Existing conditions

The current car park contains over 350 standard 
parking spaces, 22 disabled spaces and 15 
staff parking spaces. The car park surface 
materials are key block paving in red (parking 
bays and pedestrian crossing points) and buff 
(vehicle driving routes). There are trees and 
shrubby ornamental planting between adjacent 
parking bays, which helps to green the parking 
landscape.

The current layout prioritises vehicle movements 
over all other modes. This centres around a 
series of one way loops which come from the 
primary access route through the site.

Pedestrian access between the parking areas 
and the primary vehicle access route, is made 
via a series of dropped kerbs and red key block 
paths. There are limited dropped kerb access 
points within the car park itself.

The bus stop is located around the back of 
the building in a vehicle turn-around loop. The 
space is exposed and lacks softening.

A large new sports pitch is proposed for the 
site, and it is planned to be located in the area 
currently allocated to car parking and access 
roads. This will involve a significant re-design of 
the current parking arrangements.

Barriers to active travel

Whilst there is a designated pedestrian 
route between the car park and the Acorns 
roundabout, there are no designated pedestrian 
routes within the car park itself. This means 
pedestrians walk within the carriageway of the 
car park.

There are limited dropped kerbs within the 
car park, so access is difficult for those with 
mobility issues or pushchairs.

The existing bus stop is located away from the 
entrance of the leisure centre, around the side 
of the building. The bus stop is located within a 
large vehicle turning area, which is substantial 
in size, and an inefficient use of space given the 
infrequency of the current bus service. It is used 
heavily by parents of SPCC for school drop-off 

and collection.  

The pedestrian access route to the bus stop/
and beyond from the leisure centre, is heavily 
shaded (by the building) and exposed. 

Recommendations

T3.1 Redesign the car park to prioritise 
pedestrian movements to the Triangle 
Leisure Centre. Create 3m wide (min) 
shared cycle and footway through the 
site (alongside the access road) to 
create a safe route for families (and 
others) to cycle/walk to the leisure 
centre, or through the site, whilst 
being protected from the primary 
vehicle route. Maintain the route 
through continuous footway provision 
where vehicle routes cross this.

T3.2 Remove all unnecessary bollards and 
associated signage, including the 
bollards on the zebra style crossing 
and on the green mound area.

T3.3 Relocate the bus stop to the entrance 
area to encourage visitors to use 
the  bus, make the bus stop both 
visible and welcoming. Install live bus 
timetable inside the Triangle Leisure 
Centre entrance so visitors can see 
real-time bus information from inside 
the centre. 

T3.4 Create a designated school parking 
area away from the leisure centre 
building, so that the school traffic 
does not cause such an impact on 
the leisure centre visitor experience.

T3.5 Position the new sports pitch to 
enhance the site and strengthen the 
priority of non-vehicular users. Create 
a stepped viewing area within the 
existing mound area (and carrying out 
all necessary earthworks). 

 Plant species-rich native trees/
hedgerow with high biodiversity 
value, for shade/shelter. 

T3.6 Extend the existing car parking bays 
north into the area of amenity grass. 
Create 3m wide paths between 
adjacent car parking rows which can 
be used for pedestrians to move 
safely between the leisure centre and 

T3.5 Potential location of sports pitch

T3.3 Existing bus stop

T3.2d Bollard sign (& bollards beyond) Triangle Way T3.6 Existing car parking bays and planted strips

T3.7 SUDS swales in a car park (©Turkington Martin)

T3.4 Parent/carer parking in bus bay (credit: MSDC)

the car park. These paths should 
have scattered mixed native trees 
planted and some seating, whilst 
maintaining a ‘clear path’ for users 
with impaired mobility or pushchairs 
etc. 

T3.7 Incorporate sustainable urban 
drainage systems into the design 
of the car park remodel, creating 
attractive features that support the 
drainage of the site. 

 Plant species-rich native hedgerow 
and ornamental planting to replace 
any lost. These should include plants 
with berries for birds, and nectar-
bearing species for insects and 
pollinators. Bat and bird boxes should 
be installed at key locations on the 
existing and new trees within the 
hedge lines to the north and east of 
the car park. Ensure car park lighting 
does not interfere with the native 
hedgerow habitats. 
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T4.1

T4.3

T4.5

T4.2

T4.2

T4.2 & T4.4

T4.3
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T4. Triangle Leisure Centre forecourt  

Existing conditions

The existing forecourt and entrance area of the 
leisure centre comprises a sizeable ‘V’ shaped 
paved area, with disabled and drop-off parking 
between a roundabout and the entrance. 

The area immediately outside the entrance is 
covered, with two benches and associated bins. 
Beyond this are a number of (uncovered) cycle 
stands, six disabled parking bays, and a drop-
off area. These form the southern extent of the 
roundabout. 

There are two planted areas with shrubs and a 
tree in each, set back from the entrance area 
beyond the disabled parking bays.

Pedestrian access to the car park is made via 
two zebra style crossings at the end of the 
disabled parking bays, which cross at either end 
of the central roundabout.

The roundabout is used as the primary 
turnaround area for vehicles using the leisure 
centre site. It has a raised central area and a 
keyblock overrun strip.

The paving on the footways is a grid pattern 
made from light grey concrete paving slabs, 
and red keyblock paviers. The disabled parking 
bays are surfaced in red keyblock paving. The 
overrun strip around the roundabout, and the 
raised central area are also keyblock paving. 
The centre of the roundabout is topped with 
the same light grey concrete paving slabs as 
the forecourt. The carriageway is standard grey 
asphalt.

Barriers to active travel

Although provision has been made for cyclists, 
the cycle parking is all uncovered, making it 
less attractive in wet weather, and giving the 
perception that it is less secure than covered 
parking facilities.

The pedestrian forecourt is spacious and 
smooth, but could be enhanced to improve its 
character and entrance appeal.

The current walking routes to the entrance area 
are immediately alongside the building with little 
to soften them, making them shaded and bleak, 

and secondary to the vehicle routes. 

Recommendations

T4.1 Improve the character of the entrance 
area through placemaking and art, 
installing playful features linked to 
activity and movement.

T4.2 Increase greenery and planting, 
softening the roundabout and 
improving existing beds with 
ornamental planting. Use plants that 
have high biodiversity value, including 
those with nectar for pollinators.

T4.3 Improve the alignment of the 
roundabout to facilitate a bus stop, 
making the bus stop both visible and 
welcoming. Install live bus timetable 
inside the Triangle Leisure Centre 
entrance so visitors can see real-
time bus information from inside the 
centre.  

 Reposition some of the disabled bays 
at the entrance to include spaces for 
drop-off of children, as the existing 
drop-off area will be occupied by the 
bus stop.

T4.4 Create a covered bicycle parking area 
and install some ‘hub’ type facilities 
such as a free tyre pump and public 
bicycle repair stand. Install visible 
and colourful cycle facilities to remind 
people of the option of cycling to the 
leisure centre.

T4.5 Improve route legibility through 
signage and wayfinding, improving 
route connectivity for pedestrians and 
cyclists.

T4.1 Main entrance arrival area

T4.3 Leisure Centre entrance area (©Google) T4.4c Colourful cycle facilities (© CycleHoop) 

T4.2 Roundabout at entrance (©Google)

T4.4a Cycle parking facilities T4.5  Pedestrian route to Sussex Way (©Google)

T4.4b Cycle pump & repair station (© CycleHoop)
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T5. Leisure Centre to Sussex Way via 
Chaffinch Close, and Saxby Close

Existing conditions

The Leisure Centre site has an access point 
onto Chaffinch Close, a timber staggered fence. 
This is accessed via the footway that runs 
alongside the south-east of the leisure centre 
building, it then crosses the vehicle delivery 
access road and on through the timber barriers 
to Chaffinch Close. From there it joins the 
footway and continues past a basketball court 
and play park on Chaffinch Close. 

From Chaffinch Close the route continues on 
towards Sussex Way via the quiet residential 
streets of Saxby Road and Baylis Crescent. 
These streets are quiet residential streets with 
speed tables at all junctions and a carriageway 
width of approx 5.6m.

Barriers to active travel

The route is not visually legible from the leisure 
centre, so only those that already know the 
route exists, would use it. 

Where the route runs south-east alongside 
the leisure centre building, it is heavily shaded 
with no active frontage to provide passive 
observation.

There are not many opportunities for resting 
along the route so there is scope for providing 
seating/resting points along this route, including 
allowing people to enjoy the view over the pond 
within the site.

The route between Sussex Way and the leisure 
centre is currently not signposted, this could be 
easily improved for both walking and cycling. 
The residential streets are relatively quiet and 
slow-speed, so cyclists could be encouraged 
through wayfinding and demarcation.

Recommendations

T5.1 Improve legibility between the leisure 
centre and Sussex Way through 
signage and artistic wayfinding. 
Install bicycle thermoplastic decals 
in the carriageway to remind drivers 
that they are sharing the space with 
cyclists.

T5.2  Pedestrian route to the main entrance T5.6 Narrow footway along Chaffinch Close

T5.4 Pedestrian crossing of Service access

T5.3 Service access to the back of the building

T5.5 Entrance from Chaffinch CloseT5.1 Saxby Rd/Chaffinch Close leading to the Triangle 

T5.2 Improve the pedestrian route along 
the leisure centre building through the 
installation of artwork on the blank 
walls to improve perceptions of safety 
and increase the character of the site.

T5.3 Reduce the width of the carriageway 
to the loading area down to 
single lane to create space on the 
northern side alongside the pond 
and better connect with Chaffinch 
Close. Resurface route in (HGV 
depth) keyblock paving. Improve 
opportunities for resting stops 
through the provision of benches 
overlooking the nearby pond.

T5.4 Install a continuous footway across 
the access road and upgrade the 
access point on both sides to make 
the connection more legible. 

T5.5 Remove staggered timber fencing 
and install central/staggered bollards 
so that the connection is accessible 
for the cycle design vehicle in Section 
2.

T5.6  Widen the pavement along Chaffinch 
Close on its northern side, to better 
facilitate pedestrian and cycle 
movements. This will involve some 
very minor land-take from the park 
and basketball court area.
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T6. Sussex Way

Existing conditions

Sussex Way is a small distributor road 
connecting the A273 Jane Murray Way to the 
town centre, via Royal George Road. The road 
has a speed limit of 30mph. The geometry is 
wide and straight, creating the character of a 
road with a higher speed limit.

The road is approximately 7.2m wide, with a 
wide grass verge between the footway and the 
carriageway on its eastern side, and a narrower 
grass verge on it’s western side. The footway on 
the eastern side is between 1.7-2.3m wide. The 
footway on the western side is more consistent 
in width, at approx 1.8m wide.

Sussex Way is bordered by largely quiet, cul-
de-sac residential streets on both sides. Along 
the western side, the residential streets are set 
back behind a tree strip, which runs the entire 
length of the road. On its eastern side, the street 
has some residential properties fronting onto it, 
set back behind the wide grass verge and then 
largely screened by walls or fences.

There are currently no formal crossing 
provisions along the entire length of the road. 
There is one informal crossing on its northern 
roundabout, one close to it north of Howard 
Avenue (north), one south of Baylis Crescent, 
and one on the roundabout to the south. 

The Northern Arc proposals include proposals 
for the eastern side of Sussex Way. This report 
largely focusses on the western side, designing 
to tie into current proposals, or suggest positive 
alternatives where appropriate. 

Barriers to active travel

The width of the footways along Sussex Way 
are only 1.8m, which is less than the national 
standard of 2m minimum for most situations. 

Along the length of Sussex Way, there are only 
two (informal) crossing points (excluding those 
at the roundabouts). This leaves a stretch of 
over 300m with no crossing provision. The 
southern crossing is at a position where there is 
a large level change between the carriageway 
and the footway, meaning access to the 
crossing point is via a steep slope, making the 

crossing inaccessible to those in a wheelchair.

Due to the straight and wide geometry of the 
road, a long forward visibility encourages higher 
speeds than the speed limit. This makes the 
carriageway suitable to only the most confident 
of cyclists. There is currently no space on the 
footway for cyclists to use it as an alternative.

Although the Triangle Leisure centre site is only 
a two minute walk from Sussex Way, there is 
currently no signage or wayfinding to suggest 
it is accessible by foot through the cul-de-sac 
residential streets.

Recommendations

T6.1 On the western side of Sussex Road, 
Install a 3m cycle route set at a level 
slightly below the existing footway 
(with a 30 degree Bristol kerb as  
crossable mode separation).This will 
involve narrowing the carriageway 
to 6m and setting the existing light 
columns into the new 0.5m minimum 
grass buffer strip/verge between 
the cycle path and the carriageway. 
Where widths allow, the buffer strip 
should be widened to 1m to allow 
space for the planting of native trees 
at approx 10m intervals, and wild 
flower grass mix with suitable annual 
mowing regime.

T6.2 Reduce corner radii and create raised 
continuous footways along the Saxby 
Road and Bayliss Crescent junctions 
to create a more continuous route 
and reduce the impact of the side 
streets. 

T6.3 Create a wayfinding strategy between 
Sussex Way and the Triangle (with 
potential to extend to other areas in 
the future, as appropriate). This would 
typically include a mix of signage, 
thermoplastic floor symbols/decals 
and artwork. This will also include 
rationalising existing features.

T6.4 Install a new parallel crossing facility 
north of Saxby Road, for those 
travelling north along Sussex Way.

T6.5 Install a new parallel crossing facility 
south of Baylis Crescent for those T6.2 Junction of Saxby Road and Sussex Way T6.6 Existing bus stop with lack of dropped kerbs

T6.4Looking north along Sussex Way

T6.3 Route between Sussex Way and The Triangle

T6.5 Pedestrian crossing desire line on Sussex WayT6.1 Existing footway along Sussex Way

heading south along Sussex Way.
T6.6 Upgrade bus stop to make it fully 

accessible, and install dropped kerbs 
on routes adjacent to it, including the 
kerbs on Howard Avenue.

T6.7 Install wayfinding and signage to the 
Triangle from the bus stop, and at the 
entrance to the footpath connecting 
onto Bramble Gardens and Bluebell 
Way.
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The Triangle Leisure Centre - Opportunities (12750-TR-SK01)

Subway with art and lighting (Durham Station)

Visual priority to pedestrians through car parkDual use car park

Home zone

Bicycle access ramp down underpass steps

Bus stop visible directly outside main entranceLive bus arrival updates inside building

Quietways
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St Paul’s Catholic College subway
• Upgrade subway, assessing current security measures, 

install proper wheeling ramp for bicycles etc

• Consider a ramped access through redesign of the car 
park and surrounding landscape on site

Triangle car park / leisure centre entrance
• Improve cycling and walking access to centre entrance, 

following desire line and improving attractiveness: 
landscape, public art, playfulness, sheltered bike facilities, 
Bike Hub

• Remove clutter of redundant highway signs and barriers

• Invert car-focused layout: restructure car park, entrance, 
roundabout, and change the two-way access to a one-way 
loop. It should include space for school drop off parking

• New overflow car park with flexible use (sport court / pitch) 

• Move bus stop to main entrance and install digital live bus 
arrival board inside main entrance as prominent visual 
reminder of available bus services

• Develop / increase bus services (100 Service runs only 1/
hour and not at peak times)

• Replace Triangle Way roundabout with a priority junction

Jane Murray roundabout
• Create path to roundabout on both sides of Triangle Way

• Design upgrades to tie in with most up-to-date Northern 
Arc access proposals (shown in blue (paths) and red 
(crossing points)

The Acorns - Cycling and walking path
• Create clear cycle and pedestrian route from leisure centre 

entrance to The Acorns path giving pedestrians priority

• Widen footpath where possible

• Improve visibility at the corner by widening into the bund 
area to reduce the current right-angle bend

• Improve lighting

• Integrate ponds with placemaking along the path

Bluebell Way / Primrose Close
• Remove cycling path from pavement 

• Enhance Quietways / Home zone character to improve 
cycling and walking route through the development

• Upgrade  informal crossing

Proposed Northern Arc walking and 
cycling improvements

KEY:

This plan highlights the opportunities for overcoming existing issues at the Triangle Leisure Centre Area. It addresses the issues identified in drawings 12750-TR-SK01
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Boulevard with trees and planting

4m shared footway for walking and cycling

Continuous footway - junctions along Sussex Wy

Public  path and landscaping 

The Triangle
Leisure Centre

St Paul's Catholic
College

A273 Jane Murray Way
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Sussex Way
• Compliment current Northern Arc proposals 

(blue line indicates proposed path along east 
of Sussex Way)

• Along west of Sussex Way, create cycle 
path within existing verge or widen existing 
path to create a shared path for walking and 
cycling

• Potential for narrowing of Sussex way, 
allowing for tree planting to create a 
boulevard  with improved identity, and 
helping to reduce traffic speeds

• Provide additional crossing locations along 
Sussex Way

Sussex Way - Saxby Road
• Create continuous footway across junction

• Wayfinding strategy to the Triangle

• Create Quietways / Home zone to improve 
cycling and walking route through the 
residential development

• Remove barriers and redundant bollards

• Develop desire line and upgrade or integrate  
fenced pond

• Improve path to eastern access - Public art / 
quality resurfacing

Sussex Way
• Provide additional crossing locations along 

Sussex Way to ease pedestrian and cycle 
movement, including one located near 
Bayliss Crescent

• Upgrade bus stop, and bus stop access

• Create wayfinding strategy to the Triangle 
from the footpath entrance

• Tie into current Northern Arc access 
proposals (blue paths and red crossings)

Public footpath
• Remove cobbled upstand and redundant 

bollard and upgrade footpath to shared path

• Improving visibility and lighting

• Create continuous crossing / dropped kerbs 
to access shops
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Northern Arc footway / cycle way
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Key:

Carriageway

Greenspace

Disabled parking

Northern Arc crossing

Bus shelter

Existing tree

Proposed tree

Drop off bays

Triangle leisure centre forecourt
• Redesign the roundabout to enhance 

the front of the leisure centre, improving 
walking and cycling access

• Remove clutter of redundant highway signs 
and barriers

• Provide covered bike parking facilities, 
public bicycle pump and repair stand, in 
addition to the ones currently available to 
the sides

• Optimise alignment of disabled parking 
bays

• Move bus stop to the front of the Leisure 
Centre and install digital live bus arrival 
board inside main hall.

• Retain eastern public and main entrance 
car parks

•  Create drop off bay in front of the entrance

Eastern Public footpath
• Reduce the width of the carriageway 

to connect the northern shared path to 
Chaffinch Close 

• Improve the pedestrian route along 
the leisure centre building through the 
installation of artwork

• Improve the eastern entrance with 
placemaking provision overlooking the 
pond, with a raised continuous crossing, 
and by removing access barriers 

• Widen the pavement on Chaffinch Close

• Install cycle symbols in the carriageway 
along Saxby Close to remind drivers that it 
is shared use

• Improve wayfinding and lighting between 
Sussex way and the leisure centre

St Paul’s Catholic College link
• Consider a ramped access to underpass

• Create a wide connection to the Triangle 
entrance and a pleasant place for people 
to linger, through quality paving and 
planting.

• Provide wide raised crossing at the end of 
the path to ease crossing to and from the 
leisure centre

Triangle car park - Eastern access
• Realign parking on the eastern side of 

the car park to optimise car parking 
opportunity

• Provide 3m wide shared paths on both 
sides of the current carriageway, with 
raised continuous crossings across the 
parking lanes

• Relocate car parking provision at 
the current staff car park location to 
accommodate 3m shared path that leads 
to the Acorn

• Relocate current bus stop and create 
designated school parking away from the 
leisure centre main entrance

Jane Murray roundabout
• Improve crossings to tie in with Northern 

Arc access proposals 

Triangle car park 
• Redesign the car park to prioritise 

pedestrian movements to the Triangle 
Leisure Centre

• Expand car park into grassed area. Create 
3m wide pedestrian pathway between 
parking rows, with planting 

• Incorporate sustainable urban drainage 
systems into the design of the car park 
extension

• Introduce a one-way system in the car 
park to reduce wait times, and to reduce 
the number of vehicles turning close to the 
leisure centre

Triangle Leisure Centre Area - Concept Design (12570-TR-DR-05)
Sustrans has been commissioned to support the delivery of the Burgess Hill Place and Connectivity Programme, a package of projects aimed at creating safe, direct and 
attractive walking and cycling routes and high-quality public spaces to encourage people to choose to walk, cycle and use public transport. The Programme is part of and is 
designed to support the sustainable delivery of planned development and population / travel demand growth resulting from the Burgess Hill Growth Programme

Proposed 
sports pitch
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The Triangle Leisure Centre area improvement scheme seeks to improve connectivity to the site and at the site for walking cycling and public transport users to increase use 
of active travel as a means of getting to the Centre.
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Sussex Way
• Along its western side, install a cycle route 

set at a level slightly below the existing 
footway

• Narrow Sussex way, allowing for tree 
planting to create a boulevard  with 
improved identity, and helping to reduce 
traffic speeds

• Incorporate sustainable urban drainage 
systems 

• Install a new parallel crossing facility north 
of Saxby Road, for those travelling north 
along Sussex Way.

•  Reduce corner radii and create raised 
continuous footways along the Saxby 
Road and Bayliss Crescent junctions

• Create a wayfinding strategy between 
Sussex Way and the Triangle. This 
would typically include a mix of signage, 
thermoplastic floor symbols/decals and 
artwork. 

• Install a new parallel crossing facility south 
of Bayliss Crescent

• Install wayfinding and signage to the 
Triangle from the bus stop, and at the 
entrance to the footpath connecting onto 
Bramble Gardens and Bluebell Way.
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Triangle Leisure Centre Area - Sussex Way Concept Design (12570-TR-DR-06)
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SECTION AA'

SECTION BB'

New cycle path
Creation of an off-highway cycle facility (stepped 

down from the existing footway) to 
create better cycling facilities

New tree planting

Grass verge and trees planted at regular intervals 
to create a boulevard to green the street and 

reduce traffic speeds. Trees could also be planted 
in conjunction with SUDS scheme above.

Existing planting maintained

Existing planting maintained

Existing footway maintained

Existing footway maintained

Reduced carriageway width
Reduction in the width of Sussex Way carriageway 
to encourage reduced traffic speeds and to create 
space for off-carriageway cycling

Sustainable Urban Drainage system
Creation of a sustainable urban drainage system 
(SUDS) to improve the streetscape with greenery, 
and reduce pressure on existing drainage system
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3.2 Placemaking and Art
Whilst recommendations have been made 
in this report to include artwork in the 
improvement proposals, these improvements 
will be designed in more detail at the next stage 
using the principles of placemaking. There 
are multiple opportunities to use artwork to 
enhance the legibility and sense of place both 
within the leisure centre site, and on the routes 
surrounding it.

Placemaking is an urban design technique 
used to create a place with a strong identity, 
engaging successfully with its surrounding 
buildings, the natural environment and 
associated activities. It enhances the character 
of an area, combining surface materials, 
planting, furniture, lighting and art to provide an 
attractive place.

A space or route designed using placemaking 
principles is more distinctive and legible. The 
more attractive and legible a route or space is, 
the more people will use it, and return to use it 

In relation to this project, design considerations 
include:

• Surface materials, texture and colour

• Planting

• Seating

• Art and Sculpture

• Water and SUDS features 

• Lighting 

• Legibility and wayfinding

• Accessibility for users

• Access points

• Crossing points

Additionally the project aims to:

• Conserve and enhance the existing 
ecological value of the site and surrounds

• Improve water management within the site, 
to reduce the likelihood of flooding, using 
Sustainable Drainage systems (SuDs).

3.3 Barriers
Restrictive barriers can be problematic for many 
legitimate path users, particularly for mobility 
impaired users and family groups.  Design 
should presume against the use of access 
control; however, where it is needed, a simple 
arrangement of bollards, either as a single or 
staggered where speed is a concern, with 1.5m 
minimum clear spacing, is an effective way of 
prevent unauthorised access without negatively 
affecting legitimate path users.

Centrally placed bollard

Staggered bollards

3.4 Dig Once - Auxiliary Ducting
Path construction presents an opportunity to 
carry out works on the same alignment that will 
either add value to the project, ‘future proof’ 
the path or avoid additional construction and 
disruption in the future.

The design will include opportunities to 
implement this approach, and engagement is 
ongoing to ensure coordination between the 
Place and Connectivity Programme and Full 
Fibre projects, both part of the Burgess Hill 
Growth Programme.  Additionally, auxiliary 
ducting should be considered to support future 
schemes and growth and could be utilised 
for lighting, electric charge points, digital 
wayfinding and the like.  Auxiliary ducts and 
chambers should be located in such a way 
that they are easily identified and that future 
maintenance will disrupt the structure of the 
path as little as possible.

3.5 Lighting
The existing car park is lit for night-time use. 
The area of amenity grass to the north of the 
current car park, is currently unlit and would 
need to be newly lit. There are likely to be 
concerns around the impact of this lighting on 
the species-rich hedgerow to the north and east 
of this area, as they provide suitable habitats 
for bats. Further information and surveys are 
needed to accurately address provision.

The sports pitch will need to be lit, likely in 
the form of flood lighting. Although the area 
already receives some ambient light from the 
lights along the A273 and those associated with 
the leisure centre, new lighting will need to be 
carefully considered so as to minimise impact 
on surrounding habitats.

Where ecological concerns regarding lighting 
exist, products including low level down lights 
and inset stud lights are available that allow 
for appropriate lighting of paths and help to 
produce a pleasant environment.

Seating artwork by Katy Hallett, Bristol

A centrally placed bollard presents no 
significant issues to legitimate path users whilst 
staggered bollards can be used to introduce 
horizontal deflection for cyclists without creating 
undue delays or conflict.
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4.1 Flood Risk
Environment Agency flood mapping for 
the area shows that there is minimal risk of 
flooding within The Triangle Leisure Centre 
site and surrounds.

4.2 Land Ownership Information
The Triangle Leisure Centre site is owned by 
Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC). The site 
is a MSDC freehold asset leased in its entirety 
to site operators Places Leisure. Although 
subject to review, the surrounding area in 
scope appears to be within WSCC Highway 
boundary with no third-party land required. 

4.3 Ecology and Arboriculture
4.3.1 Biodiversity Net Gain:

As stated in Section 1, the requirement 
for Biodiversity Net Gain is embedded in 
the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF). The latest update to the forthcoming 
Environment Bill specifies a mandatory 10% 
biodiversity net gain to be maintained for a 
period of at least 30 years. 

A Biodiversity Net Gains Assessment cannot 
be undertaken at this feasibility stage as 
scheme design is not yet fixed, nor are there 
landscape and planting plans for new habitats 
available at this stage. These elements will 
be informed by the Phase 2 ecology surveys 
which may highlight the requirement for 
specific mitigation/compensation measures.

At this feasibility stage, opportunities to deliver 
a 10% net gain requirement are considered 
in 4.3.4. Due to the size of the sports pitch 
(as suggested currently by MSDC) and the 
remodelling of the car park, there is currently 
fairly limited scope for habitat enhancement, 
restoration and creation to achieve this net 
gain within the emerging scheme design. The 
design will need to be detailed carefully at 
the next stage to ensure net gain is possible. 
This may involve the loss of some of the newly 
proposed parking spaces.

It is recommended that measures to restore 
and enhance existing habitats, to ensure 
successful establishment of new habitats, and 

to maintain the value of all ecological features 
in the long-term should be detailed within a 
Landscape and Environmental Management 
Plant (LEMP), to be secured by a suitably 
worded planning condition. 

4.3.2 Baseline Survey:

The northern boundary along the Jane Murray 
Way has been planted with native tree species, 
with scrub and ruderal vegetation beneath and 
has potential for nesting birds, and reptiles. 

Two ponds were identified during the survey. 
Pond 1 lies at the south east corner of the 
Triangle site, on the edge of a residential area 
and playground, Pond 2 lies just outside the 
south west corner of the site on a formal paved 
cycle path through a residential area. Both 
ponds offer potential to support great crested 
newt.

A mature oak at Pond 1 was identified as 
offering potential to support roosting bats.

Further assessment for Great Crested Newt is 
required, as proposals will result in the loss of 
some areas of semi-natural habitat of native 
hedgerows and scrub.

An Arboricultural Assessment will also be 
required to inform the detailed design stage. It 
will need topographical survey information, so 
will be commissioned during the next phase.

4.3.3 Further Surveys:

Data searches highlighted that there are granted 
European Protected Species Licences (EPSL) 
for great crested newts and dormice in the local 
area. At the time of writing, great crested newt 
surveys were being undertaken, the results of 
these will be known in the next phase, and will 
be used to inform an EPSL application.

Extended Phase 1 habitat surveys and PEA 
reports routinely comprise the first stage 
of the ecological assessment process for a 
site as these surveys are used to identify the 
likely presence/absence of protected and/
or notable species and normally contains 
recommendations for further, species specific 
surveys. The further surveys required will vary 
based on the likelihood of impacts resulting 
from the scheme design.

It is considered that impacts on species such 
as reptiles can largely be avoided via sensitive 
design incorporating retention and appropriate 
buffers to boundary habitats and/or through 
appropriately timed sensitive construction 
activities. As proposals emerge if this is not the 
case then further surveys in respect to other 
species such as reptiles not included in the 
table below will be required.

The desk study and preliminary feedback from 
the Extended Phase 1 survey suggests the 
following Phase 2 surveys may be required:

• Arboricultural Assessment (any time)

• Hedgerow Assessment (May-Aug)

• Bat Survey (May-Sept)

• Great Crested Newt Survey (April-June)

• Reptile Survey (March-Oct, must include 
either April-May or late Aug, Sept)

• Doormouse Survey (April-Nov)

4.3.4 Mitigation and Enhancement:

Amenity Grassland: Reinstating amenity 
grassland verges with a grass and wildflower 
seed mix. Seed mix to be informed by existing 
pattern of management and available resources 
(e.g. flowering lawn versus a flower rich flower 
mix).

Ponds: Creation of wildlife ponds to mitigate 
any impacts upon nearby water bodies. If 
breeding sites for great crested newt are 
confirmed in further surveys, then new ponds 
will be created in the dispersal zones.

Hedgerows: To strengthen existing habitat 
corridors and create new linear habitats 
linkages, enhancing the landscape for bats and 
other species. New hedgerows to incorporate 
a range of locally appropriate woody species 
including those known to be beneficial to 
declining species of invertebrate and/or 
mammal (e.g. hazel dormouse). Minimum of five 
native woody species to be incorporated in to 
the mix.

Planting of hedgerow to replace that lost to 
development replaced at a ratio of at least 
2:1, to be informed by detailed hedgerow 
assessment and hedgerow regulations where 

applicable. To provide a resource to foraging 
bats, birds, invertebrates and reptiles. Planting 
should comprise a mix of native species.

Cleared Vegetation: Any deadwood cleared 
will be retained on site and used to create log 
piles beneath the hedgerows and around the 
proposed swales. Log piles will be topped-up 
every three years as original woody material rots 
down. The size/shape of each wood pile will not 
exceed 1.0m x 1.0m x 0.6m high, and piles will 
be tidy.

Trees: Planting of trees to replace that lost to 
development replaced at a ratio of at least 2:1, 
and provide a resource to foraging bats, birds, 
invertebrates and reptiles. Planting should 
comprise a mix of native species.

Roosting/Nesting opportunities: A plan detailing 
bat and bird box specifications and locations 
will be produced and implemented. Once 
installed, the boxes shall be retained thereafter.

4.4 Surveys
4.4.1 Topographical Surveys

Topographical surveys are being commissioned 
and will form part of the design phase of the 
project. 

4.4.2 Geotechnical Surveys

Limited superficial geological information 
is available and geotechnical surveys and 
interpretive reports are not available and have 
not been carried out. Where required, these 
will be undertaken in the design phase of the 
project.

4.5 Utilities/Statutory Undertakers 
Information
Preliminary inquiries (C2) have not been 
undertaken at this time and will form part of 
the design phase of the project.  Buried and 
overhead utilities are not anticipated to place 
substantial constraints on the project.

4.   Data and Constraints
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This feasibility study provides recommendations for what Sustrans believes to be deliverable upgrades. These upgrades aim to improve the 
connectivity to The Triangle Leisure Centre, to improve conditions within the site for walking, cycling, and public transport, and to increase use 
of active travel as a means of getting to the centre, helping to support the sustainable growth of Burgess Hill. A number of steps will be required 
to progress to construction from here.  

5.1 Legibility Strategy
It is recommended as part of the next phase, 
to produce a legibility and wayfinding strategy, 
to aid navigation within the site, and to it from 
adjacent areas. This strategy should include 
the detail of signage, floor logos, and artwork, 
and include a strategy for positioning and 
frequency.

5.2 Detailed Design
Should the proposals in this report be deemed 
deliverable, then detailed designs will need to 
be produced.  

In addition, there are a number of ecological 
surveys that need to take place before 
construction can begin. These will need to be 
commissioned at the earliest opportunity to 
ensure the smooth delivery of the scheme.

Although much of the proposals will be 
straightforward to deliver in engineering terms, 
there are locations where detailed surveying 
and engineering design are needed.

5.3 Sports pitch
The proposals shown in this report include 
provision for the positioning of the new 
sports pitch. The exact design and size of the 
pitch is to be determined at the next stage. 
The position of this will be allowed for in the 
detailed designs for the Triangle improvement 
scheme.

5.4 Planning and permissions
A planning application may be required before 
work can commence, this may also be a 
requirement for installing the full fibre ducting 
network.  Exact details of this are to be 
established during the next phase.  

If a planning application is required, then 

biodiversity net gains will need to be achieved 
through the detailed design of the scheme. 
Designers will need to work closely with 
ecologists to ensure this is achieved given 
the constraints of the site and the size of the 
proposed sports pitch.

All works on the highway will need to be met 
with approval from West Sussex County 
Council’s Highway department. Some 
works (such as new controlled crossings 
and alterations to statutory speed limits) will 
involve Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO’s) 
which have a statutory timescale, some of 
these may be undeliverable within the funding 
timescales, so requirements must be identified 
at the earliest opportunity during the next 
phase.

5.5 Maintenance Management 
Plan
If there is not already one in place, it is 
recommended that a Triangle Leisure Centre 
Management Plan may need to be produced 
to support the ongoing maintenance within 
the site, and to enhance the biodiversity of 
the site through maintenance regimes. The 
requirement for this will be identified during 
the next phase.

5.  Conclusions and Next Steps


