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Welcome to the latest edition 
of the Northern Arc newsletter. 

In this edition, we have site 
updates from our contractors 
Sisk and Jackson as they 
continue their work to provide 
new roads and essential 
infrastructure, and we have the 
latest from Countryside on their 
partnership with Sage Housing 
to bring forward affordable 
homes for the community early 
next year. 

Our newly appointed developer 
partner Bellway share an 
update on the outcomes of 
their consultation over the 
summer and how they’re using 
your input to refi ne their plans 
ahead of their reserved matters 
planning application. 

We will shortly be announcing 
the appointment of our next 
developer parter for plot 1C to 
the east of Isaacs Lane. We will 
always keep you updated about 
your next opportunity to get 
involved and give your feedback. 
You can fi nd out more on the 
back page.

As always, we want to hear 
from you. Please use the 
contact details on the back 
page of this newsletter to 
get in touch or to request the 
information in this newsletter 
in alternative formats.

Ken Glendinning

Project Director,
Homes England

Cover image: Homes under construction at the Countryside site 
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Development timeline 
Progress at the Northern Arc - update

Autumn 2021 
Bellway submit Reserved 
Matters planning application 
for homes and public open 
spaces

Spring 2022 
First homes at the Northern 
Arc available through Sage 
Housing via affordable 
housing schemes

Autumn 2021  
Sisk complete site setup 
and access road, and begin 
construction of Eastern 
Bridge and Link Road

Autumn/ 
Winter 2021 
Discussions ongoing with 
selected developer for plot 
1C, to the east of Isaacs 
Lane

Web update  
Site progress videos
Our web page at burgesshill.net is where you’ll find 
documents and information about the Northern 
Arc. 

We’ve just created a brand new page on the 
website to host our growing collection of site 
update videos - look back over the past few 
months’ progress, meet our contractors and keep 
an eye out for the next updates at: 

burgesshill.net/housing/northern-arc/site-
update-videos
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Developer update: 
Countryside properties

Countryside Properties was the first housebuilder 
to be appointed at the Northern Arc and are 
building 460 homes, over 50% of them as 
affordable housing. The first affordable homes 
are expected to be ready in Spring 2022 and 
the first homes for sale on the private market in 
Winter 2022.

Countryside and Sage Housing are working in 
partnership on the provision of 156 homes for 
affordable rent and 81 for shared ownership at the 
Freeks Farm site, helping to provide much-needed, 
high quality places to live for local people. 

Austin Wade, Sage Housing Project Manager said: 
“All foundations to phase one homes are now 
completed with the timber frame structure in 
place. Works are progressing well with the first 
Sage Housing homes expected to be ready for 
people to move in from early 2022.”

Since the previous newsletter, the frameworks for 
several apartment blocks have now been erected 
and the culvert bridge linking the north and south 
ends of the Countryside site is close to being 
complete. 

The Maple Drive play area will be opening to 
the public this month, providing new public 
play facilities for children in the local area. 
Groundworks for the north of the site have already 
begun, shaping the landscape ahead of house 
building beginning in that area in 2022. 

Hedgerow species that Countryside planted to 
enhance the existing valuable hedgerow habitats 
back in March 2021 are thriving. Tree protection 
fencing has been installed - supervised by an 
arboroculturalist (qualified tree specialist) to 
ensure that trees on site - and their root zones - 
are protected from accidental damage during the 
construction period. 

If you would like to find out whether you qualify 
for affordable housing, please visit midsussex.
gov.uk/housing-council-tax/apply-for-social-
housing

 If you would like to know more about buying a 
property on the private market, you can register 
your interest at countrysideproperties.com/all-
developments/sussex/oakhurst
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Clockwise from top: Earthworks to the north 
of the Countryside site prepare the ground for 
the building of phase 2; hedgerow planting 
is established; affordable homes under 
construction which will be provided by Sage 
Housing; the culvert bridge linking the north 
and south areas of the site nears completion. 
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Developer update: 
Bellway

Bellway are the latest developer to join the 
Northern Arc. They will build homes to the east 
of the site and develop some public open spaces 
including the Lowlands Farm extension to the 
Bedelands Nature Reserve.

In July Bellway held a consultation with the local 
community about their initial proposals for land 
east of Issacs Lane North and at Lowlands Farm. 
They took this valuable community feedback on 
board, and following discussions with Homes 
England and a presentation of the proposals to 
MSDC’s Design Review Panel, Bellway have taken 
the opportunity to revise their proposals ahead of 
submitting their planning application. 

Some key changes that Bellway are planning to 
make include reducing the number of homes, 
completing a design review of Plot 1.3 at Lowlands 

Farm and ensuring that the 30% of homes 
which will be affordable housing are distributed 
throughout each part of the site.

Looking forward, Bellway anticipate a Planning 
Committee decision in December 2021 or January 
2022 and - subject to achieving consent - plan to 
start on site in Spring 2022. 

With the submission of the reserved matters 
planning application approaching, please visit 
www.bellwaynorthernarc.co.uk for updates as 
the application progresses or call Bellway’s 
Freephone community information line  
0800 294 1304 and speak with a member of 
their team. Please see the back cover for how to 
request this content in alternative formats. 

Bellway have been developing detailed designs 
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Above and below right: Layouts for both areas of housing will be included in the reserved matters 
planning application that Bellway will submit to Mid Sussex District Council in October. We will share 
details of this planning application when they become available.

Left: Location of Bellway plots, including both housing and the extension 
to the Bedelands Nature Reserve to the east of Freeks Lane 

Isaacs Lane 

Freeks Lane 
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Contractor update: 
Jackson

Jackson Civil Engineering is building the Western 
Link road connecting the A2300 in the north 
to Jane Murray Way in the south, with new 
roundabouts built at the intersections with the 
existing highway.

Since the previous update, further ecological works 
have taken place to check for the presence of 
Great Crested Newts on site. Specially trained newt 
detection dogs were used, however, no evidence 
of newts was found. Bat surveys have also been 
carried out and no bats were detected. 

Progress has been made to reconstruct the 
southern half of the new roundabout on the 
A2300. Jackson are currently ducting and 
preparing electrical installation ready to install 
street lighting columns and prepare for bus 
shelters. Jackson have also started kerbing the 
southern half of roundabout. 

They will soon begin tarmac surfacing too. Work 
on the main carriageway later this autumn will be 
planned in conjunction with the ongoing A2300 
dualling works. 

Jackson aim to construct the centre of roundabout 
and remaining verge work in the coming months. 

For more information about Jackson Civil 
Engineering, visit www.jackson-civils.co.uk/ 
 

The roundabout that will join the A2300 to the Western Link Road
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John Sisk & Son will be building the Eastern 
Bridge and Link Road which will join Freeks Lane 
to Isaacs lane, providing pedestrian and vehicle 
access to the eastern part of the Northern Arc 
site.

Since the last update, Sisk have been working 
on the electric, plumbing and interior of the site 
compound set-up. 

Works have also been taking place on the site 
access road and some trial holes along Isaacs 
Lane have been carried out. This is to ensure any 
utility services within the verge are protected 
during the construction of the site access road. 
These works will require some traffi c management 
- you can always fi nd advance notice of our traffi c 

management plans on the Northern Arc facebook 
page at facebook.com/northern.arc.BH

Tree protection fencing has also recently been 
erected which shields protected trees from 
potential damage during construction. The grass 
has been mowed and site cabins have been 
installed. Stone chip has been laid around the site 
compound area to provide a durable temporary 
surface while Sisk are on site. 

For more information, see www.johnsiskandson. 
com, follow on Twitter @JohnSiskandSon or on 
LinkedIn at John Sisk & Son Ltd. 

Contractor update:
John Sisk & Son

The construction access road and site 
compound are almost complete at Sisk’s EBLR 
site east of Isaacs Lane
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A gatekeeper butterfly at the Northern Arc

Lisa Palframan and BBC presenter Tom Heap

HOMES ENGLAND
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Spotlight on: 
Biodiversity at the Northern Arc

BBC Countryfile recently interviewed Lisa 
Palframan, Homes England’s Technical Manager 
for the Environment. Lisa discussed how the 
network of green spaces throughout the 
Northern Arc will have the important positive 
impact of creating habitat for native British 
wildlife and increasing biodiversity. 

Lisa explains that Biodiversity net gain is an 
approach to development that leaves nature 
in a better state after development than it 
was in before. The Northern Arc development 
includes a total of 82.05 hectares of strategic 
green infrastructure and is required to deliver 
10% biodiversity net gain across the site as part 
of the outline planning consent. By prioritising 
biodiversity at the scheme, Homes England are 
predicted to provide a 23% net gain, 13% above 
the minimum requirement. 

The masterplan for the Northern Arc specifies that 
ancient woodland and hedgerow habitat already 
present on the site will be preserved - and where 
possible enhanced - and also identifies areas 
for the creation of new woodland, ponds and 
wildflower meadows.  

Homes England will plant an estimated 200,000 
new trees, shrubs and plants across the Northern 
Arc. Through this planting plan, the Northern Arc 
will increase the long-term quality, diversity and 
resilience of the local tree population. The new 
woodland and street-tree planting will create 
a varied and diverse range of habitat for native 
wildlife, as well as extending existing habitat 
corridors and boosting resilience to a warmer, drier 
climate over the next century. 

Developer partners will be required to demonstrate 
how they are accomodating these biodiversity 
requirements as they join the scheme, and 

members of the public will be able to see how 
they’re incorporated when reserved matters 
planning applications are submitted to Mid Sussex 
Distrcit Council. 

If you missed the episode of Countryfile, you can 
catch up with the episode on BBC iPlayer now - the 
Northern Arc section starts nine minutes in. 

https://bbc.in/3xUrJpD

You can find out more about how Homes England 
is protecting and enhancing wildlife habitat at the 
Northern Arc in the project library on our website.

burgesshill.net/housing/northern-arc/project-
library/



Schools update:
Education provision

Homes England is continuing to work with 
West Sussex County Council, who are the Local 
Education Authority, to make sure that the 
Northern Arc has enough school places for new 
and existing residents. 

There will be one new all-through school at the 
Northern Arc for children aged 4-16, split across 
two sites but run by the same academy sponsor. 
There will also be another new primary school 
which will be built later in the scheme. These 
schools are brand new schools, in addition to the 
existing schools in Burgess Hill. 

In June and July of 2021, West Sussex County 
Council (WSCC) ran a public consultation about 
how people thought the new school should be set 
up and who should run it. There were hundreds 
of responses recognising the need for school 
places in the area, with a signifi cant number of 
respondees also mentioning the need for school 
places for children with special educational needs 
and/or a preference for early years places to be 
provided. It is expected that these facilities will be 
included in the new school. 

Following the consultation, WSCC have invited 
bids from several multi-academy trusts which are 
currently being submitted. Once they have been 
reviewed, the WSCC Cabinet Member for Children 
and Young People will make a recommendation 
to the Regional Schools Commissioner and 
it is expected that the chosen sponsor (the 
organisation that will run the school) will be 
announced in Spring 2022. 

In the ‘additional comments’ section of the WSCC 
consultation, many people mentioned the need to 
ensure safe walking and cycling routes to support 
commutes to and from the new schools through 
the Northern Arc. Homes England is providing 

a network of segregated walking and cycling 
routes throughout the development which will 
encourage active travel in a safe environment, 
away from motor vehicles. These will link schools 
and community facilities with homes, and will also 
integrate with existing routes into the town centre. 

Plan showing the two locations for the all-through school - primary site in 
light green and secondary site in dark green. The footpath network - with 
existing and new paths - is shown in blue.

Isaacs Lane 

Freeks Lane 
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Northern Arc 
updates
We will continue to use our project webpage and 
Facebook page to share information and we’re 
keen to hear from you on how you’d like to be 
kept informed. Please use the contact details on 
this page to let us have your thoughts.

Get involved
The next developer to be appointed at the 
Northern Arc will be for Phase 1C which includes 
housing and the eastern neighbourhood park. 
We expect their reserved matters planning 
application in spring 2022. Following this, 
Plot 1D includes new homes and the western 
neighbourhood centre which will provide retail, 
food and drink, employment and community 
space. We expect this to take place in early 
summer 2022 with a reserved matters 
Application submitted towards the end of that 
year. 

The developers will advertise how people can 
get involved in their pre-application consultation 
once they are onboard and we will share the 
information in this newsletter and online. 

Stay updated 
Visit our Facebook page for all the latest news:

@NorthernArcBH

Accessibility
We want to be accessible 
to all. If you would like to 
receive this newsletter in 
a different format, please 
contact us using the details 
below.

Contact details 
Sarah Ward 

07776 527 643 
 
northernarc@homesengland.gov.uk
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