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Contractor update: 
Countryside properties

Countryside Properties are the first house 
builder to be appointed at the Northern Arc and 
will be building 460 homes - over 50% of them 
affordable housing - in the Freeks Farm area to 
the east of the site.

Land near Maple Drive which had previously been 
used as a landfill site has now been fully cleaned 
up by specialists. The landfill waste was sorted on 
site, and all recyclable materials were processed. 
Soil from the landfill has been tested and has 
only been reused on site once chemial laboratory 
analysis has confirmed it’s suitable - prioritising 
safety and sustainability. 

The Covid-19 lockdown in March led to an 
unavoidable delay in the work while site safety 
plans were drawn up to protect workers, but 
the Countryside programme is now proceeding 
without further delay. The construction of the 
access road between Maple Drive and Freeks 
Lane is now under way and is anticipated to be 

completed by the end of January 2021. Once 
finished, this road will allow construction traffic 
direct access to the site. The installation of the 
play area on Maple Drive, which was designed with 
input from pupils at Sheddingdean Primary School,  
is under way and is anticipated to be completed in 
February. 

Elsewhere at the Freeks Farm site, work has 
progressed on the gas, electricity, water and 
sewage infrastructure required to supply the 
new homes. Power lines have been lowered 
underground, removing the visual impact of the 
overhead lines on the landscape and making sure 
energy supplies are available wherever required. 

For more information visit countrysideproperties.
com, or twitter @CountrysideProp.

View of the new access road under construction
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Sisk will be building the Eastern Bridge and Link 
Road which will join Freeks Lane to Isaacs lane, 
providing pedestrian and vehicle access to the 
eastern part of the Northern Arc site.

Between August and December 2020, John Sisk 
& Son has been preparing for the construction of 
the Eastern Bridge and Link Road (EBLR). During 
this time, archaeological works were undertaken 
by Archaeology South East at two locations to 
investigate whether there were any features 
of historical signifi cance. Once all analysis is 
complete, the fi nds will be offered to a local 
museum. You can read more about what it’s like 
to be an archaeologist, and what was discovered 
on site, overleaf. Other investigations have also 
been carried out recently, which include ground 
investigation works for the design and future 
construction of the road and bridge. 

Other works which have progressed include site 
preparation works, which involved the removal of 
hedgerows and trees near Isaacs Lane. Tree and 
vegetation removal took place in accordance with 
the associated planning consents and licenses. 
Ecological mitigation works have also taken place, 
such as the surveying and moving of reptiles. The 
next phase of works on Isaacs Lane will require 
traffi c management to be put in place in order to 
undertake further tree and vegetation removal as 
agreed with Mid Sussex District Council as part of 
planning consent. The traffi c management will be 
in place for a week at the start of February. 

Work on the Eastern Bridge and Link Road has 
happened in the fi rst phase of the Northern 
Arc’s development because it is a vital piece of 
connecting infrastructure. To start with, this link 
road will enable construction vehicles to access the 
Freek’s Lane and Bedeland’s Corner construction 

sites via Isaacs Lane, avoiding Maple Drive. Once 
the eastern development plots are completed and 
occupied by future residents, the Eastern Bridge 
and Link Road will provide key access for those 
residents to the new secondary school and eastern 
neighbourhood centre by car, bicycle or foot. It will 
also enable public transport connections towards 
Wivelsfi eld Station and the town centre. 

For more, see johnsiskandson.com, follow on 
Twitter @JohnSiskandSon or on LinkedIn at John 
Sisk & Son Ltd.

Contractor update:
John Sisk & Son
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Following the site investigations at the EBLR, we 
caught up with Simon Stevens of Archaeology 
South East. We asked him to tell us what it’s like 
to work as an archaeologist on a Homes England 
site. 

Hello Simon, thanks for talking with us. What 
made you want to be an archaeologist? 

Good question! I filled out a computer 
questionnaire about careers when I was at school, 
and it came back with ‘Archaeologist, Archivist 
or Army’. All three sounded quite interesting, but 
my eyesight wasn’t good enough for the forces, 
and dust makes me sneeze, so that just left 
archaeology. Now after 27 years as a full-time 
archaeologist I still wonder if the computer just 
got stuck on ‘Ar’..... 

What do you love the most about the job?  

It’s a bit of cliché, but I love the variety. I’ve been 
lucky enough to work on hundreds of sites all 
across the south-east of England and beyond, and 
you can never be sure what is going to turn up. A 
close second would be the on-site camaraderie; 
there’s nothing like being part of a close-knit (but 
currently socially-distanced) team.   

Tell us a bit about the known archaeology of the 
local area. 

The Burgess Hill area is very rich in known 
archaeological finds. Recent excavations have 
uncovered flint tools suggesting local activity 
dating right back into the Palaeolithic era, 
hundreds of thousands of years ago. There’s plenty 
of local evidence of Roman activity too, including 

a Roman road which runs through the centre 
of Burgess Hill. Add in remains of Anglo-Saxon, 
medieval, and later remains of local iron and glass 
industries and you are a bit spoilt for choice. 

What techniques were used during the 
investigations? 

Initially, trenches were dug along the line 
of the new road to investigate whether any 
archaeological remains survived that might be 
affected during construction work. The work 
involved the removal of recent layers of soil by a 
machine to reveal any underlying archaeological 
deposits. The most recent archaeological work 
on site involved more detailed excavation and 
recording in this area, again using a machine to 
strip larger areas in search of features so they 
could be investigated by members of the team. 

What were the finds of the investigations, and 
were there any surprising finds?

The investigations have revealed a number of 
archaeological features. The most common were 
small cooking pits, located apparently randomly 
across the landscape. The presence of a small 
number of worked flints suggests they may be 
prehistoric in date, but samples of soil taken from 
them will be radiocarbon dated to give a clearer 
picture. Interesting finds ranged from a broken 
Neolithic leaf-shaped flint arrowhead to Victorian 
military buttons, proof that this part of the Sussex 
Weald has seen human activity over thousands of 
years.

When dating and investigations are complete, 
we will post further details on the Northern Arc 
facebook page @northern.arc.BH.

Archaeology update: 
Archaeology South East
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Dramatic weather at the EBLR archaeological site investigations, images 
courtesy of Simon Stevens and Archaeology South East
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ARTICLE 3

Rivers and rain
Protecting watercourses,  
preventing flooding

One of the most important features in the 
landscape of the Northern Arc is the eastern arm 
of the River Adur. This 32km-long watercourse 
was once navigated by large boats to an 
important Saxon port at Steyning, and the 
estuary at Shoreham is an important habitat for 
wildfowl. In the area to the north of Burgess Hill, 
the Adur has three tributaries: Copyhold Stream 
to the north, World’s End stream in the east and 
the little Pook Bourne to the south west. 

The masterplanning team at Homes England 
has worked hard to protect and enhance these 
waterways. They feature heavily in the plans to 
achieve a biodiversity net gain of at least 10% 
- projected to be 23% - on completion of the 
project, but also are important in the plans for 
managing flood risk and rainwater on site. The 
team is making sure the building of new homes 

at the Northern Arc will not increase the risk of 
flooding anywhere, whether that’s on site or 
downstream. 

The majority of the Northern Arc site is at very low 
risk of flooding. Modelling was carried out at the 
beginning of the planning stage that looked at 
the volume of water that would be deposited by 
very severe storm events, including an allowance 
for climate change in the future, and it was 
determined that most of the site would still be 
flood-free. There are some areas near the river 
and streams that are at a slightly higher risk of 
flooding during these severe storms, and there 
will be no residential development in these areas. 
Instead, public open spaces such as the Western 
Neighbourhood Park have been designed to 
incorporate these zones and provide habitats such 
as wet woodland that will benefit wildlife. 
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ARTICLE 3

Rivers and rain

All surface water runoff (from roofs, driveways, 
streets and roads) must be managed within the 
site. That means that while water will drain into 
the existing watercourses, it won’t happen at 
a higher rate than it did before development. 
Of course, the water quality of the river and its 
tributaries is of paramount importance, and 
measures such as trapped gullies, fuel & oil 
separators, grass-lined swales and ponds will be 
included to make sure that pollutants are removed 
before water reaches the Adur.  

The Design Guide is a very detailed document 
which lays out the requirements that housing 
developers will have to consider when they create 
detailed designs for individual housing plots. Part 
of this document specifies the way the developers 
must contain rainwater in the plots and release it 
slowly. These might include, for example, storage 

areas underneath trees planted on the street – so 
what the tree does not need when the rain falls 
is kept to water it later. It might mean rainwater 
from roofs drains into specially created planters 
for each home. We won’t know exactly what 
the measures will be until individual developers 
bring forward their detailed designs for each 
housing plot in their reserved matters planning 
applications, but we do know that they will have 
to consider sustainable drainage as part of their 
design process. 

If you’re interested in learning more about the 
River Adur, including how you can volunteer 
your time, visit the Ouse and Adur Rivers Trust 
website at oart.org.uk. For more information 
about plans for drainage at the Northern Arc, 
see the Northern Arc Design Guide in the project 
library at Burgesshill.net. 

Examples of sustainable drainage features 
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Rob Morley is a Senior 
Development Manager for 
Homes England.

 What do you do on the 
project? 

I manage the delivery of the 
strategic infrastructure that Homes England are 
to facilitate across Northern Arc, to prepare the 
individual land parcels for the house builders to 
construct new homes. This includes the main link 
road through the site, known as the Northern 
Arc Avenue, along with the drainage and other 
utilities required to serve the house building. 
Other infrastructure considerations are off site 
utilities upgrade works, transport and mobility 
improvements into and through Burgess Hill to 
support the new Northern Arc population, and 
areas of ecology mitigation.

What have been the best bits so far?

Being able to see what’s involved in planning and 
delivering a development of this scale from an 
overarching perspective, which is a position few are 
fortunate enough to have, with an appreciation for 
all the individual tasks and challenges that must 
be overcome in order to achieve the first houses 

being occupied by new residents. Developments 
such as the Northern Arc take years of planning 
and require a delicate balance of working with 
numerous stakeholders, local authorities and 
existing residents. There’s also a raft of local and 
national regulations to contend with to ensure 
everyone involved is adequately represented, with 
a system of checks and balances in place. 

While no disruption to the existing natural 
environment is desirable and is something we 
try to minimise, I’m constantly impressed by the 
robust ecology regulations that are in place and 
have a substantial influence on a development of 
this size. Great efforts have been made to protect 
species that have been identified as most at risk 
of habitat loss with careful mitigation strategies 
and habitat creation schemes required before work 
begins, along with an overall biodiversity net gain 
requirement for the scheme.

Check the next issue of the Community 
Newsletter to find out more about the Northern 
Arc team.

ARTICLE 4

Meet the 
team 

HOMES ENGLAND
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Northern Arc virtual 
drop-in
Our next community drop-in session will be 
held on Wednesday 27th January at 6.30pm, 
when we will provide you with an update on 
progress at the Northern Arc. We’ll be streaming 
the presentation and you’ll be able to watch it 
in a web browser, or via the MS Teams app on 
iphone, ipad or android. 

http://bit.ly/northern-arc-27-01 

You’re welcome to submit questions at that link 
before or during the event. If you’d like us to 
address your question during the event please 
submit by 5pm on Tuesday 26th January. 
Questions submitted after this deadline will be 
responded to via a Q&A document shortly after 
the event. 

You can read the Q&As from previous drop-ins 
at:

burgesshill.net/housing/northern-arc/project-
library/

Stay updated on 
Facebook 
Visit to stay updated with the latest news:

@NorthernArcBH 

Accessibility 
statement
We want to be accessible to all. If you would like to 
receive this newsletter in a different format, or have 
accessibility requirements in order to join the virtual 
drop-in session, contact us. 

Contact details 

Sarah Ward 
northernarc@homesengland.gov.uk 
07776 527 643 
www.burgesshill.net/housing/northern-arc
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