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Homes England and West Sussex County 
Council’s plans to create a zero-carbon 
secondary school were approved by Mid Sussex 
District Council’s planning committee on 15 
December 2022, meaning that work can begin 
this year on the site between Isaacs Lane and 
Freeks Lane. 

The ambitious design will allow the school to 
generate its own renewable energy on site without 
using any fossil fuels. It aims to be the first school 
in West Sussex to achieve Passivhaus certification 
(the highest standard of energy efficiency a 
building can reach) and will offer excellent 
educational facilities to local children. 

The secondary school will also include a Special 
Support Centre, enabling children with special 
educational needs and disabilities to learn in a 
mainstream school. 

Everyone involved is working towards the new 
secondary school opening to its first students in 
September 2025. It will open as a four-form-of-

entry school, first welcoming around 120 year 
seven students and growing each year with a new 
year seven intake, eventually accommodating 
900 pupils. The University of Brighton Academies 
Trust will run the new school as part of an ‘all-
through’ primary and secondary school named The 
Bedelands Academy. The primary element of the 
Academy will be built on a nearby site. 

We are committed to providing new schools as a 
key part of the new community at Brookleigh and 
we’ll provide a second primary school, in addition 
to the primary element of the Bedelands Academy, 
later in the development timeline when we have 
more families living at Brookleigh . 

In order to further support low-carbon lifestyles 
and traffic-free commutes to school, we’ll also be 
providing a network of walking and cycling routes 
at Brookleigh. These routes will link new homes, 
schools, parks and shops and make active travel 
an easy choice for families.
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Brookleigh updates
We will continue to use our project webpage and 
Facebook page to share information and we’re 
keen to hear from you on how you’d like to be 
kept informed. Please use the contact details on 
this page to let us have your thoughts.

Get involved
The next developers to be appointed will be for 
Plot 1D(a), which includes new homes and the 
western neighbourhood centre and 1D(b) - an 
opportunity for a smaller developer. We expect 
both Reserved Matters applications for these 
locations to the west of the site near the A2300 
and Jane Murray Way to be submitted in 2023. 

Once appointed, the developers will advertise 
how people can get involved in their pre-
application consultation and we will share the 
information in this newsletter and online. 

Stay updated 
Visit our Facebook page for all the latest news:

@Brookleigh.BH

Accessibility
We want to be accessible 
to all. If you would like to 
receive this newsletter in 
a different format, please 
contact us using the details 
below.

Contact details
Sarah Ward
07776 527 643
brookleigh@homesengland.gov.uk
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