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Welcome to the latest edition 
of the Brookleigh newsletter. 

It’s been a busy few months 
and we are continuing to reach 
key milestones at Brookleigh. 
Homes England and West 
Sussex County Council’s plans to 
create a zero-carbon secondary 
school building were approved 
by Mid Sussex District Council’s 
planning committee on 15 
December 2022. Once complete, 
the school will provide a high-
quality education for residents 
at Brookleigh and across the 
local area. More information 
can be found in the Education 
update article on page 09.

We’re also delighted that the 
very fi rst homes at Brookleigh 
are now occupied – all of which 
are homes for shared ownership 
or affordable rent. Find out more 
in the Countryside site update 
on page 04.

We’re committed to leaving a 
positive legacy in Burgess Hill 
and you can fi nd out how our 
Employment and Skills plan will 
create new jobs and boost local 
businesses in our article on page 
09.

As always, we want to hear 
from you. Please use the 
contact details on the back 
page of this newsletter to get 
in touch.

Graham Hyslop

Project Director,
Homes England

Cover image: Bat surveys will inform the detailed design of the central section of the new link road 
at Brookleigh. Photography by Scott Ramsey.

Over the past few months our ecologists have 
been on site in Burgess Hill conducting ecological 
surveys for the central section of the new spine 
road at Brookleigh (which will join the eastern and 
western link roads) to build up an accurate picture 
of the current wildlife and habitat on site. 

Recently we have undertaken a detailed habitat 
survey and we’ve spent time looking for bats and 
their roosts, badgers, great crested newts and 
hazel dormice.

Bat surveys are repeated every month during the 
active bat season to build up a picture of how 

bats use the site, and this information will help 
to inform the detailed design of the road. Surveys 
take place from just before sunset to two hours 
after and our ecologists walk routes around the 
site, with stopping points at areas of particular 
interest such as where two hedgerows meet. 

As seen in our cover image, a bat detector is used 
to reduce the frequency (pitch) of bat calls to a 
level that humans can hear, and our ecologists use 
these calls to identify the species of bat present. 

Spring 2023
Bellway start on site

Spring 2023
WSCC start on site for 
secondary school  

Summer 2023 
Developer partmers for 
Plots 1Da and 1Db (in 
the west of the site)
announced

Central section 
ecology surveys

Summer 2023
Developers announced for 
residential plots to the west 
of the site  
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Developer update:
Countryside Partnerships 
and Sage Homes

Countryside Partnerships was the fi rst 
housebuilder to be appointed at Brookleigh and 
is building 460 homes, over 50% of them as 
affordable housing.

Since the last newsletter, over 20 homes on the 
Oakhurst development (previously known as 
Freeks Farm) are now occupied. All of these fi rst 
homes are either shared ownership properties or 
homes for affordable rent, meaning local people 
are already benefi tting from new homes at 
Brookleigh.

As well as getting ready for the fi rst residents, 
Countryside have been continuing with 
construction works at the northern end of the 
site. All but two of the plots in the fi rst phase of 
homes have now been built and are fi nished on 

the outside, with only internal works remaining. 
These internal works on the properties are under 
way and going well.

Upgrades to the power supply are now live. This 
will be followed by works to divert overhead 
cables in Spring/Summer 2023, routing them 
underground and removing the necessity for 
pylons.

If you would like to fi nd out whether you qualify 
for affordable housing, please visit midsussex.gov.
uk/housing-council-tax/apply-for-socialhousing

If you would like to know more about 
buying a property on the private market, 
you can contact Countryside Partnerships at 
customerservicesouth@cpplc.com

John Sisk & Son is building the Eastern Bridge 
and Link Road which will join Freeks Lane to 
Isaacs Lane. 

Since the last newsletter, John Sisk & Son have 
fi nished all the structural elements of the new 
road bridge over the River Adur. 

When the bridge is complete, it will allow access 
from Isaacs Lane to the construction sites 
for homes, the primary and secondary sites 
of the Bedelands Academy, and the Eastern 
Neighbourhood Centre.

John Sisk & Son has also fi nished surfacing the 
Link Road up to the fi rst layer of tarmac. At the 
start of this year, they will fi nish the surfacing on 
the Link Road and the bridge.

For more information, see www.johnsiskandson. 
com, follow on Twitter @JohnSiskandSon or on 
LinkedIn at John Sisk & Son Ltd.

Contractor update:
John Sisk & Son

A drone image shows the Eastern Link Road in the snow in late 2022. John Sisk & Son will be fi nishing the surfacing on this road in early 2023.

The fi rst homes built by Countryside are now occupied, with more coming soon. 
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Contractor update: 
Jackson

Jackson Civil Engineering is building the Western 
Link Road connecting the A2300 in the north 
to Jane Murray Way in the south, with new 
roundabouts built at the intersections with the 
existing highway.

Since the last newsletter, Jackson has been 
undertaking the final elements to the drainage 
works, street lighting ducting, and kerbing to the 
new carriageway, as well as the provision of a 
new electricity substation. Southern Water has 
started excavating and laying the new water main 
which will provide fresh water to new homes and 
businesses. 

The ground investigation works to inform the 
design of the section of link road to the north of 
the A2300 have now been completed. 

Over the coming weeks, Jackson will be continuing 
with the provision of gas, water and electricity and 
a new foul water pumping station, and landscaping 
works. Other upcoming works include final 
surfacing and white lining the road, the installation 
of street lighting lamp columns, building bus stops 
and works to two underground drainage basins. 

For more information about Jackson Civil 
Engineering, visit www.jackson-civils.co.uk/ 

A drone image shows the roundabout with the Western Link Road. Surfacing and white lining of this part of the road will be completed in the coming 
weeks

ARTICLE 1

Employment 
and skills 
plan

BROOKLEIGH UPDATE  ·  07

06

Brookleigh is building a brand new community 
and associated infrastructure, including new 
schools, parks, and an extension to Bedelands 
Nature reserve. However, Homes England will 
also be attracting investment to the area as he 
development is built, helping to promote local 
employment and boost local businesses.

A recent update to the outline planning consent 
for Brookleigh included the adoption of an 
Employment and Skills Plan. This article looks at 
how that will contribute to the economy of Burgess 
Hill, Mid Sussex and the surrounding areas. 

What is the Employment and Skills Plan? 

The Employment and Skills Plan sets out the 
process by which developers can ensure that 
skills development and employment initiatives 
are properly integrated within their construction 
plans. The Plan is mandatory for all developers at 

the Brookleigh scheme and progress against the 
Plan will be reported to Homes England regularly 
during their construction period. We’ll capture 
data about skills and new jobs, and learn about 
how Brookleigh has provided a career boost to 
local people. 

What will the Plan deliver?

As part of the Plan, Developers will be required 
to report on the creation of job opportunities, 
the numbers of job vacancies advertised locally, 
local labour employed, local suppliers engaged, 
apprenticeship creation and local businesses 
invited to tender.  

Contractors and consultants at Brookleigh will aim 
for between 3-5% of the workforce to be made 
up of apprentices, sponsored students and/or 
people enrolled in graduate programmes, creating 
opportunities for young people to learn a trade 



Apprenticeships and work experience placements at Brookleigh will provide opportunities for local young people

Park is expected to create many jobs for Sussex 
residents and Homes England is providing new 
green pedestrian and cycle networks from 
Brookleigh to the science park to ensure good 
connectivity and sustainable transport links. 

Homes England is committed to building a 
sustainable community at Brookleigh, providing 
opportunities for new and existing residents to 
benefit throughout the construction period and for 
generations to come.

For news and updates about the Employment 
and Skills Plan, visit our web pages at:

Burgesshill.net/housing/Brookleigh 

Training will be offered and the people who work at Brookleigh will be supported to develop their careers  
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and develop a new career in Burgess Hill.

Developers are also required to provide work 
experience opportunities for students from 
schools, colleges or universities (14 years +) or 
young people not in education, employment or 
training. We want to make sure we’re giving young 
people a taste of the varied careers it’s possible 
to have in construction and offering guidance on 
where to start.

The Plan aims to provide construction job 
opportunities at all levels. At least 10% of the 
workforce for the lifetime of the Brookleigh 
project will be locally employed labour, and we’ll 
be ensuring work placements are available and 
prioritising job applications from local candidates 
to help achieve this target. Contractors will be 
required to report on workforce development 
training they deliver to upskill their workers, 

helping to make sure their employees can 
grow and develop during their time working at 
Brookleigh. 

How else is Homes England improving the local 
economy?

We will be providing up to 24,000m2 of 
employment land to the south of the A2300, 
suitable for a range of employment uses such as 
offices, research and development, and industry. 
The creation of employment land in this location 
will maximise opportunities associated with the 
‘Hub’ employment site next door (DPD, Jewson, 
Roche) encouraging business linkages and 
integration between new and existing residents. 

The employment land is also situated in close 
proximity to the new Science and Technology Park, 
north of the A2300. The Science and Technology 



ARTICLE 2

Education 
update
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Homes England and West Sussex County 
Council’s plans to create a zero-carbon 
secondary school were approved by Mid Sussex 
District Council’s planning committee on 15 
December 2022, meaning that work can begin 
this year on the site between Isaacs Lane and 
Freeks Lane. 

The ambitious design will allow the school to 
generate its own renewable energy on site without 
using any fossil fuels. It aims to be the first school 
in West Sussex to achieve Passivhaus certification 
(the highest standard of energy efficiency a 
building can reach) and will offer excellent 
educational facilities to local children. 

The secondary school will also include a Special 
Support Centre, enabling children with special 
educational needs and disabilities to learn in a 
mainstream school. 

Everyone involved is working towards the new 
secondary school opening to its first students in 
September 2025. It will open as a four-form-of-

entry school, first welcoming around 120 year 
seven students and growing each year with a new 
year seven intake, eventually accommodating 
900 pupils. The University of Brighton Academies 
Trust will run the new school as part of an ‘all-
through’ primary and secondary school named The 
Bedelands Academy. The primary element of the 
Academy will be built on a nearby site. 

We are committed to providing new schools as a 
key part of the new community at Brookleigh and 
we’ll provide a second primary school, in addition 
to the primary element of the Bedelands Academy, 
later in the development timeline when we have 
more families living at Brookleigh . 

In order to further support low-carbon lifestyles 
and traffic-free commutes to school, we’ll also be 
providing a network of walking and cycling routes 
at Brookleigh. These routes will link new homes, 
schools, parks and shops and make active travel 
an easy choice for families.

The Bedelands Academy - images by Darcstudio



Brookleigh updates
We will continue to use our project webpage and 
Facebook page to share information and we’re 
keen to hear from you on how you’d like to be 
kept informed. Please use the contact details on 
this page to let us have your thoughts.

Get involved
The next developers to be appointed will be for 
Plot 1D(a), which includes new homes and the 
western neighbourhood centre and 1D(b) - an 
opportunity for a smaller developer. We expect 
both Reserved Matters applications for these 
locations to the west of the site near the A2300 
and Jane Murray Way to be submitted in 2023. 

Once appointed, the developers will advertise 
how people can get involved in their pre-
application consultation and we will share the 
information in this newsletter and online. 

Stay updated 
Visit our Facebook page for all the latest news:

@Brookleigh.BH

Accessibility
We want to be accessible 
to all. If you would like to 
receive this newsletter in 
a different format, please 
contact us using the details 
below.

Contact details
Sarah Ward
07776 527 643
brookleigh@homesengland.gov.uk

12


